MEN IN SHACKLES

the family ancestral rights; what right had one
man to demand of another a service with no com-
pensation on the other side? How conld such
prostrations be of any use when they were
involuntary?

As he preached against this slavery, Wen
showed that even the village elders were slaves
themselves; slaves to an iniquitous system of gov-
ernment that made even the village elders
bondmen.

However, with all his audacious preachments,
Wen realized that he was on dangerous ground,
for he had no knowledge of what should be sub-
stituted for these absurd old customs. The Man-
chus were rotten in their government, but if they
were overthrown, what would take their place?
He could preach reform, but he could propose no
method to make such a reform, because he was
utterly ignorant of what was going on in more
enlightened lands. He had never talked to an
actual Ocean-man and knew nothing whatsoever
of those lands from which the Ocean-men came.
In fact, the Ocean-man did not always enter into
his reflections on reform. He found himself face
to face with the little body politic of Blue Valley,
realizing that the method of reform must come
from among the Chinese themselves. Since
Manchu rule was wrong, the Chinese must find

85